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seize on the positive overtures by the
new President of Iran. Again, it is too
soon to say where this may lead, but if
there is a chance of resolving dip-
lomatically and verifiably the issue of
Iran’s nuclear program, it would be a
monumental achievement.

I ask unanimous consent that Am-
bassador Power’s remarks at the U.N.
last Thursday be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR SAMANTHA POWER,
U.S. PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE
UNITED NATIONS, AT THE SECURITY COUNCIL
STAKEOUT FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS ON
SYRIA, SEPTEMBER 26, 2013

“Just two weeks ago, tonight’s outcome
seemed utterly unimaginable. Two weeks
ago the Syrian regime had not even acknowl-
edged the existence of its chemical weapons
stockpiles. But tonight we have a shared
draft resolution that is the outcome of in-
tense diplomacy and negotiations over the
past two weeks.

Our overarching goal was and remains the
rapid and total elimination of Syria’s chem-
ical weapons program. This is a class of
weapons that the world has already judged
must be banned because their use is simply
too horrific. This is a fundamental belief
shared by the United States, all members of
the Security Council and 98% of the world.

Tonight, the Council discussed a draft res-
olution that will uphold this international
norm by imposing legally binding obliga-
tions on Syria—on the government—to
eliminate this chemical weapons program.

This resolution will require the destruc-
tion of a category of weapons that the Syr-
ian government has used ruthlessly and re-
peatedly against its own people. And this
resolution will make clear that there are
going to be consequences for noncompliance.

This is very significant. This is the first
time since the Syria conflict began 2% years
ago that the Security Council has imposed
binding obligations on Syria—binding obli-
gations of any kind. The first time. The reso-
lution also establishes what President
Obama has been emphasizing for many
months: that the use of chemical weapons
anywhere constitutes a threat to inter-
national peace and security. By establishing
this, the Security Council is establishing a
new international norm.

As you know, we went into these negotia-
tions with a fundamental red line, which is
that we would get in this resolution a ref-
erence to Chapter VII in the event of non-
compliance, that we would get the Council
committing to impose measures under Chap-
ter VII if the Syrians did not comply with
their binding, legal obligations.

If implemented fully, this resolution will
eliminate one of the largest previously
undeclared chemical weapons programs in
the world, and this is a chemical weapons
program—I don’t have to tell you—that has
sat precariously in one of the most volatile
countries and in one of the most horrific
civil wars the world has seen in a very long
time.

In the span of a few weeks, the curtain
that hid this secret chemical weapons pro-
gram has been lifted and the world is on the
verge of requiring that these terrible weap-
ons to be destroyed.

This resolution breaks new ground in an-
other critical respect. For the first time, the
Security Council is on the verge of coming
together to endorse the Geneva Commu-
nique, calling for the establishment of a
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transitional governing body with full execu-
tive powers. If adopted, we will have
achieved what we were unable to do before—
unable to do for the last 2% years—which is
to fully endorse the Communiqu and call for
the convening, as soon as possible, of an
international conference on its implementa-
tion.

As Ambassador Churkin, with whom we’ve
worked very productively, has just stated,
we are hoping for a vote tomorrow in the
OPCW Executive Council on the OPCW Exec-
utive Council decision. And then in the wake
of that vote—and we hope in the immediate
wake of that vote—we would have Security
Council adoption of this text, which we are
optimistic is going to be received very warm-
ly. We’re optimistic for an overwhelming
vote.

Before closing, just let me—bear in mind,
or note that we should bear in mind, even as
we express appreciation for the cooperation
that brought us to this moment but let us
bear in mind the sobering catalyst for all of
this: the use on August 21st of chemical
weapons against people who were just sleep-
ing in their beds, against children who will
never get to share their dreams.

The precipitant for this effort was as
ghastly as anything we have ever seen. And
I think the Council members are well aware
of that. A number of the Council members
referred to the events of August 21 and the
importance of keeping the victims of that
attack and other chemical weapons attacks
in their minds as we seek to move forward.

The second sobering note, of course, goes
beyond chemical weapons, which is that
every day Syrians are dying by artillery, by
air power, by Scuds. This monstrous conflict
has to come to an end. And we are hopeful
that the spirit of cooperation that we carried
from Secretary Kerry and Foreign Minister
Lavrov’s negotiations in Geneva back to New
York, that that spirit of cooperation will
carry over now on humanitarian issues and,
fundamentally, on the political solution we
all know is needed to this horrific conflict.

———
TRIBUTE TO DARREL THOMPSON

Mr. REID. Madam President, behind
each Senator is a team of hard-working
and dedicated staffers who ensure our
constituents have the best possible rep-
resentation in Congress.

For almost 9 years, Darrel Thomp-
son, my deputy chief of staff for inter-
governmental and external affairs, has
been a lynchpin of my Washington
staff.

Darrel grew up in Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore, but he fights for my
constituents as if he is a native Ne-
vadan.

Darrel works with Federal and State
officials and business leaders to foster
economic opportunities in Nevada.

And Nevada employers and workers
alike have been fortunate to have
Darrel watching out for their interests.

Sadly for us, today is Darrel’s last
day with my office.

Darrel has lived on Capitol Hill for
two decades, and he is leaving to real-
ize his dream of running for the Dis-
trict of Columbia City Council seat for
Ward 6.

I know Darrel’s talent will shine in
this new endeavor, as it has in my of-
fice.

Darrel has been a trusted advisor on
international labor and employment
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issues, labor negotiations, and
growth.

He has also been an advocate for so-
cial justice, and for both the faith and
African-American communities.

And he has always been a strong
voice for the District of Columbia in
the U.S. Senate.

Darrel’s prior experience has been
also an asset to our team.

Before he joined my staff, he was
chief of staff for the Barack Obama for
Senate campaign and finance chief of
staff for Congressman Gephardt’s 2004
presidential campaign.

He also received his master’s in pub-
lic administration from the John F.
Kennedy School of Government at Har-
vard University.

I am so sorry to see Darrel go, but I
know my loss will be the District’s
gain.

I congratulate him on his 9 years of
dedicated service to the U.S. Senate.

I wish Darrel success in his race for
city council as well as a lifetime of
happiness.

job

—————

STOPPING THE CYCLE OF
VIOLENCE

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, the re-
cent tragic shooting at the Navy Yard
has by now moved off the front pages,
but for the victims and their loved ones
and for the Washington, DC commu-
nity, the effects of that horrific day
will linger much longer. We may never
fully understand what demons com-
pelled the perpetrator to commit this
heinous act, but at least one thing is
clear: We should not consider this inci-
dent in a vacuum, not after 6 dead in
Tuscon, not after 12 dead in Aurora,
not after 6 dead in Oak Creek and 2
dead in Clackamas and 27 dead in New-
town, 20 of them children, not while
mass shootings are occurring all
around our Nation, every day, in places
like Albuquerque, Minneapolis, Newton
Falls, Seattle, Chicago, and many
more. In the words of MedStar Wash-
ington Hospital Center chief medical
officer Dr. Janis Orlowski, ‘‘There’s
something wrong here when we have
these multiple shootings, these mul-
tiple injuries, there’s something
wrong.”’

Dr. Orlowski is right. Our Nation is
torn by gun violence. Facts are facts:
The American Journal of Medicine re-
cently released clinical research show-
ing that the United States has a rate of
10.2 gun-related deaths per 100,000 peo-
ple. This rate is far higher than almost
all of the 27 other countries the study
examined—higher than the rates of the
United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
Japan, Spain, Ireland, Italy, Turkey,
Germany, and Canada combined. The
Washington Post has put similar find-
ings in sobering perspective by noting
that an American is ‘20 times as likely
to be killed by a gun than is someone
from another developed country.”

Congress can take important steps to
stop this violence. There is legislation
in the Senate right now that, if en-
acted, would take important steps to-
ward reducing gun violence in this
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